
Rare Plant Rescue Decision Tree
NOTE: to be used only by permitted field personnel to make a decision on whether to rescue a plant in the wild

Threat is imminent and assume species will not survive 
to reproduce in the wild: disease, prolonged drought, 
ungulate browse, trampling, fire, arthropod

Already 
damaged

High threat in 
immediate vicinity

Moderate threat in 
immediate vicinity

Low to no threat in 
immediate vicinity

Can do or return 
quickly and do 
quick spot 
management 

Collect seeds, 
cuttings or axillary 
or apical buds only

Plant is only one left in a geographically 
distinct site when many are known from 
other islands or gulches

≤ 50 individuals 
remaining for species

Monitor, 
consider future 
management

Continue to 
monitor

Yes No

Yes
Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Are there seeds on the plant?

Is there genetic 
representation of the 
individual in storage?Implement spot 

management

Collect entire plant ONLY if all other 
options have been considered and are not 
possible, and appropriate expertise and 
equipment are available

Collect seeds, 
cuttings or axillary 
or apical buds only

Collect cuttings or 
axillary or apical 
buds only

Plant is small enough to move from the field to nursery & 
can be dug out of the substrate in which it is growing

Can it be grown from cuttings?
No

No or uncertain

Yes

Yes

No or uncertain

Collect seeds
Collect cuttings

Yes
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